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Making Sense of 
Oregon Education 

Policy

The discontinuity between caring and results



● My background

● Teacher preparation

● Teacher preparation trends

● What is really happening? 

● Solutions

Overview



Teacher Preparation

● Teachers are the most important 

in school factor for student 

learning



Teacher Labor Market Trends



Two Primary (false) Narratives

We just need more money.

● Money is necessary but not sufficient 

● Oregon has seen historic increases in 

public education funding and has not 

seen corresponding increases in 

achievement

Teachers unions are the problem.

● Some of the highest academic 

achievement states have some of the 

strongest unions 



What’s Really Happening?

● Oregon lacks a coordinated system 

that learns, adjusts, and collects data 

in a systematic way to center student 

learning and academic achievement



Data-Driven

By being unapologetically 

empirical with our 

evaluations of what is 

working and what is not.

Solutions

Values-Driven

By creating structures and 

processes we believe in, 

and communicating the 

value (opt out as a 

symptom).

Research-Driven

By developing an independent 

policy research center to 

collect, communicate, and 

evaluate what is working to 

inform education policy.

In order to address the systemic issues plaguing Oregon schools, we must commit to being:



● asaultz@lclark.edu

Contact me



Dan Goldman
Superintendent

Northwest Regional Education

Service District



































Travis Reiman
Superintendent

Hillsboro School District















































Sen. Courtney Neron Misslin
Oregon State Senator

Senate District 13
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